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July 9, 2001 
Fellow Americans: 

The Board of Directors of The Election Center is proud to present this National Task Force Report on Election Reform. When it became clear that 
coverage of Election 2000 lead to so much misinformation about the electoral process, we concluded that it would be necessary that one report be issued by the 
people who know the process best: the nation's elections administrators at the state and local levels. 

To significantly understand what needs to be "fixed" and what is likely to lead to great harm, requires expertise. Frequent news stories containing 
inaccurate information from "elections experts," most of whom were unknown to any serious student of the process, led to a growth of myths and legends about 
Election 2000. 

That is the reason we formed and convened the National Task Force on Election Reform. The experts arc real and have some of the most extensive 
experience in actually conducting thousands and thousands of elections. Representing the nation's elections administrators, we chose a total of 37 elections 
professionals from the state and local levels to come together for a serious study of Election 2000 and to make recommendations about what should and should not 
be done. We asked for volunteers nationally, and out of more than 90 volunteers, we chose 31 administrators, supplemented by the elections professionals who 
are the Board of Directors of The Flection Center. 

We carefully balanced the Task Force with Republicans and Democrats, with large and small jurisdictions, with state and local, with race and gender, with 
liberal and conservative, with youih and seniors, and with every conceivable method of voting represented, all in an effort to be as representative of America as 
possible, (lie i.isk fence was co-chaired by two outstanding election administrators, from state and local. Democrat and Republican, Lance Ward of Oklahoma, 
and Alan Davidson, from Oregon, both of whom had also been news media reporters prior to becoming elections professionals. We repeated the pattern for 
subcommittee co-chairs to assure policy makers and citizens that a fair hearing and examination of all pertinent issues would be had. 

What is contained in this report is nothing short of phenomenal. It is a straight forward analysis of Election 2000 and the electoral process. It is filled with 
the hope that serious consideration of some reforms will be passed — and others shelved. And, it is from the people who know more about the process than any 
other single group in America: the professionals who have to make the process work for all of us in each election. 

As members of the Board of Directors of The Election Center, we are pleased to present the final document to the public. 



Ernest Hawkins, Registrar, 
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R. Doug Lewis, Ex. Dir., 
The Election Center 
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